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The first census was taken in 1790 

as mandated in the Constitution 

and was to be taken every ten 

years.  Its   purpose was to record 

basic information on all people       

living in the US.  Also it was used 

to assess the country’s military  

potential . It was a mammoth task 

but the brave enumerators started 

off on horseback with their six 

questions to record and catalogue 

the population of the United States. 

Unfortunately, when compiled, the 

numbers were questioned and 

were deemed to be inaccurate. 

However since then, the scope and 

purpose has expanded throughout 

the years.   

Census data has included crops 

raised on farms, white males by 

age groups for tax purposes,     

immigrant info of sponsors and 

status of citizenship, whether the           

person could read or write, went 

to school, how many children born 

to a woman and how many lived, 

occupations, military records, if a 

person was deaf or blind, a      

criminal  or pauper. 

Census data is important today in 

reapportioning seats in the House 

of Representatives,  state votes in 

the US Electoral College (will be 

used for the 2024 presidential 

election),  also used to analyze 

voting  districts, helps determine 

the amount of funding to state  

governments and local communi-

ties, helps to ensure that funding   

is equitably distributed for       

Medicaid, highways, education 

grants, lunch programs, needs for 

our hospitals, schools and other 

public services. 

The Census costs more than $10 

billion to conduct. When not 

mailed in or done online, the cost 

of sending enumerators out         

increases the cost drastically. 

This year the census can be     

completed online.  When you take 

the few minutes to respond you 

are helping to shape the future of 

health care, funding for essential 

services, assuring investment in 

our schools and the support of    

future small businesses, and     

public safety strategies, including 

maps for emergency services.   

To learn more about how the 

census impacts our                 

community visit 

https://2020ce-nsus.gov/.  

To respond to the census 

questionnaire go to https://

my2020census.gov/, or call 

844-330-2020. 

Interest in genealogy has grown 

over the last several years.  There 

is something so intriguing about 

knowing your family history and 

your connection to it; where your 

family came from, where and how 

they first arrived in the US, their 

stories and the events that shaped 

their lives, to connect to the past.  

You today are a final product of 

many generations that came before 

you—a journey of many lifetimes. 

Some of the reasons people may 

start a search might be to trace 

medical conditions, finding birth 

parents, reconnect with members, 

to prove lineage to join a heritage 

society like DAR or SAR.  But it   

becomes so much more than that.  

Through genealogy you can pre-

serve family traditions and culture, 

leave a family legacy for future 

generations, gain a better under-

standing of how events and hard-

ships might have shaped your  

family, where it came from, how 

you got to where you are today. 

While it serves a basic human        

curiosity at first, as a sense of      

fulfillment develops it could be-

come a hobby for many, maybe 

even an obsession as your infor-

mation grows!!  It can be just plain 

fun, solving a series of mysteries. 

And during this time of the COVID 

Pause at home, starting your ances-

tor story is a wonderful family     

activity.  Getting your children   

interested in the family story at an 

earlier age will be rewarding and 

fun.  Start simple, start with the 

members of your own family and 

work as far back as you can.  A 

most valuable component to your 

history is interviewing older          

relatives and creating family      

stories through a journal or story-

telling video, all done from the 

safety of your home. 

As you add names, births, marriag-

es, deaths, etc., develop a timeline 

from your family interviews that 

incudes your ancestors but also 

historical events, inventions,      

everyday life and habits, politics, 

hardships, lifestyles, immigration 

patterns, even favorite movies and 

fashions, etc. all happening during 

their lifetime.  This will make it not 

only more interesting but more 

meaningful to you and future        

generations. 

The Census is an invaluable tool to 

start your journey.  From Census 

records you can find addresses, 

relationships, dates of citizenship, 

occupations, and so much more.  

And from there you can research 

further to verify family members.  

There are many sites to work with 

such as Ancestry, My Heritage, 

Family Tree, Find My Past, DAR 

website, The National Archives and 

the Church of Latter Day Saints. 

 

https://2020ce-nsus.gov/
https://my2020census.gov/
https://my2020census.gov/


The Water & Utilities                  

Department is tasked with 

operating, maintaining, and 

replacing infrastructure      

comprising of the town       

public drinking water and 

wastewater systems. 

We have been extremely 

busy ensuring  water and 

sewer services remain         

operational and implement-

ing measures to  ensure this 

remains the case, even if a 

staff member becomes             

exposed to this virus. These 

efforts were all accomplished 

in the past 3-4 weeks during 

these unprecedented times. 

COVID19 Emergency                

Response Measures                   

■Implemented Remote Access 
Cloud programs to allow      

remote out-of-the-office        

access, to promote social     

distancing and maintain safety 

of staff with minimal exposure                

■Installed Meter Reader soft-
ware to access water usage 

and leak detection remotely                    

■Utilized Office365 to access 
department files remotely                                 

■Phone system automatically 
calls out to remote locations to 

retrieve office calls for             

uninterrupted services        

The COVID19 Emergency    

Response and Continuity of 

Operations Plan insures that 

essential water and 

wastewater services will     

continue to be provided or         

restored quickly in the case of 

disruption, with a reduction of 

risk to exposure and outlines a 

staffing plan if there is severe 

absenteeism due to exposure 

or large-scale circumstances.  

 

    Water Utilities          

 

While, the 
office is closed 
to the public, 
we are 
continuing our 
efforts to 
provide the 
same level of 
services, albeit 
a little 
differently than 
before. 
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Adam Cummings,  Town Engineer/Supt. Water Utilities 



All assessments have returned to the 2019 assessed values unless         

physical improvements have been made to the property,                                                 

Grievance day is May 26, 2020 at the Ontario Town 

Hall from 4 to 8 pm in the Board meeting room. 

 

The Assessing department will be doing a reassessment for 2021. 

We will have informational meetings in the coming months         

regarding the reassessment process. 

Assessor’s Office       Melissa Halstead, Sole Assessor                                                      
The 2020 Town wide reassessment has been cancelled 

  Highway Department                   

In 2019, the Town of  

Ontario Highway        

Department had       

another very busy 

year.                           

2.46 miles of roads 

were surface treated,  

1.89 miles of road 

were milled and       

repaved (Berg Rd).                     

We installed 1,542 

feet of culvert pipe 

and cleaned roadside         

ditches. 
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Projected Roadwork for 2020:  Please note: All 

roadwork is subject to change without notice.  

■Brick Church Road – Ontario Center Road to            

 Knickerbocker Road 

■N. Slocum Road – Willits Road to Lake Road 

■Walworth Road – Ridge Road south to                                 

 6027 Walworth Road 

■Whitney Road – Lincoln Road to Bushwood  

■Willits Road – Lakeside Road to N. Slocum Road 

Our focus for 2020, is to prep 

roads for future surface treating 

or paving in 2021. We will be 

cutting shoulders, replacing 

cross culverts, repairing catch 

basins on town roads as well as 

true and leveling roads. I would 

like to let those residents in 

subdivisions know, I am aware 

of the failing gutters and roads 

in the subdivisions and will do 

my best to address them.  

Residents who were scheduled to 

have work done by the Highway 

Department in 2019, it is my     

intent to begin with those                 

projects first.  

The Highway Department began 

our winter cleanup of lawns and 

road sweeping, but we were    

unable to complete this work    

before the highway department 

was furloughed on April 10th for 

the safety of our employees.  

Volunteers needed for Steering Committee 
I am proud to launch our 2020 Comprehensive Plan process with a call for volunteers to serve on 

the project steering committee.  The Comprehensive Plan will develop into a 15-year strategic 

plan to guide the growth and development of our town.  We will evaluate opportunities to attract 

new residents and businesses, identify improvement to zoning regulations, infrastructure and 

public facilities.  The committee will meet about once a month.  Committee members will also 

help  facilitate other public engagement efforts, including public forums, design sessions, and a  

community survey.  If you are interested , send a letter of intent to supervisor@ontariotown.org. 

Marilee Stollery  Supt. Of Highways 



On March 16, 2020 the Ontario               

Community Center was mandated                

by  the Governor’s office to close until       

further notice.  Due to this, all Ontario 

Community Center memberships were 

frozen effective Monday, March 16, 2020.   

 

All reoccurring billing (auto-payments) 

have been suspended until the center      

is able to re-open.  We will keep you    

informed during this ever-changing time. 

 

The park has two restroom facilities open 

to the public, located on the  east side of 

the Lodge at Casey Park and North side  

of Community Center. The facilities are 

cleaned daily.  We highly recommend 

bringing disinfectant with you to the    

park if you believe you will have to use 

the facilities.    

 

 

We have had to hit the pause button    

on all spring sports and recreation         

programs. The department has every 

intention of running our spring          

programs as soon as it is safe to do     

so. So please sign-up and wait to hear 

from us. 

  

For those of you looking to keep active 

while we are staying home, Silver & Fit 

has introduced an “Our Fit at Home”     

series which offers so many options for   

at-home exercise, including more than 

250 on-demand exercise classes that can 

be streamed at home, and more than 30 

home fitness kits. Silver & Fit is also       

offering tips for safely exercising at 

home, and reminders of the many online 

self-care tools and resources available    

on their websites.   

Silver&Fit Facebook Live                       

exercise class: https://

www.facebook.com/SilverandFit/.  

Classes held Mon-Fri, 1:00 – 1:30 pm. 

 

Although the scheduled Ribbon Cutting has been postponed , we are pleased to    

announce our newest trail is opened for a walk with nature.  The trail was made       

possible by a donation of 18 acres of land to Casey Park. The land was donated by 

David Tobin and family that was originally part of the acreage owned by his         

company Victor Preserves. The trail head is located next to the Butler Pavilion    

(west of the Community Center) please enjoy and remember to use social              

distancing even in the parks.  

  Parks & Recreation Dept.               Bill Riddell, Director 

      Tobin Trail Opened 
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We will continue to monitor this evolving situation and will let you know when we are 

able to safely open  Please take care of yourselves and each other. Once Ontario has 

come out the other side of this extremely difficult time, rest assured the Parks and 

Recreation  Department will be once again here to serve you. 

https://www.facebook.com/SilverandFit/
https://www.facebook.com/SilverandFit/


 

Buildings Department          Brian Smith, Code Enforcement Officer 
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We strive to work with the residents and  

businesses of  the Town of Ontario to            

provide excellent services in an efficient, 

respectful and courteous manner to           

enhance the quality of life for the citizens  

of Ontario. 

We routinely get questions as to plan review 

and turnaround times.  We typically take                

1 to 2 weeks to process permits for residential 

permits and new houses.  Commercial            

permits typically take 2 to 3 weeks as long         

as the submittals are complete.  These         

permits are reviewed by the Building           

Department. 

Our goal is to do our best to get permits 

through our system as quickly as possible and 

providing us with a complete permit  submittal 

packet helps with this process. 

The Building Department has a wealth of 

information on our website and at the Town 

Hall which includes permit applications 

and homeowner  building guide handouts.   

Fire Inspections 

The Town of Ontario Building Department    

has been working to improve its Fire Inspec-

tion program over the past few years. After  

the findings of the NYS Building Department 

audit in 2014, this department has been     

working with all the businesses in Ontario to 

be in compliance with the States requirements 

for fire inspections for all  Assembly, Business  

and Residential occupancies. 

Construction Activity      

2019 was another excellent and busy year for 

commercial and residential activity in Ontario.  

The Building Department issued 494 total   

permits.  Construction valuation for 2019 was 

$26,388,151.55 and conducted 1055 building 

inspections. 

We issued 27 new single-family home permits, 

44 fence permits, 53 addition  permits, 63      

alteration permits,  24 generator    permits, 33 

swimming pool/ hot tub permits, and 98       

renewals; are some of our bigger numbers.                                 

See our monthly reports for more                  

information. 

Ontario has quite a few residential projects  

under construction. Blossom Ridge,             

Centennial Village, Community Ridge, Corner 

Creek Estates, Lake Front Estates, Villas by 

Barone and still more in the planning stages.  

We anticipate the home builders will keep the 

same pace in the year to come. 

With planning going into the industrial park at 

Dean Parkway, we anticipate the growth of the 

commercial and industrial sites soon. 

There are various new projects making their 

way into the Planning Board including new 

residential and commercial developments 

which will eventually proceed to the Building 

Department for permitting over the next few 

years. 

 

YOUR TOWN BOARD  

Supervisor Frank Robusto 

Town Councilmembers 

Scott TeWinkle Tim Strickland 

Jeremy Eaton Joe Catalano 



Ontario Public Library                          Sandra Hylen, Director 

Clean Energy Community Program 
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When was the last time you 

checked in at the Ontario Public 

Library?  We hope it was this 

year.  Or was it last year? 

Maybe you were one of the 4,000 

library members who tallied 

over 45,00 visits last year.      

People came in to attend one or 

more of the 383 programs we 

held in 2019.  Or they came in 

separately for a one-on-one tech-

nology help session, or to update 

their resume.  We held 130 one-

on-one tech help sessions with 

adults.  We added 2200 new 

books, and over 600 audio books 

and DVDs, to the 25,000                              

materials you can borrow.  It is 

likely they borrowed some of 

them; we loaned out over 86,000 

items including 28,033                

children's’ materials! 

Our town public library offers all 

residents the opportunity to    

connect with others, to discover 

resources and materials, to learn 

new or advance existing skills 

and hobbies.  We have public 

computers and free Wi-Fi for use 

with your own smart device. Our 

community members come to 

the library for experiences,     

resources, knowledge, and fun.  

Yes, fun! 

As a member you can take home 

books, videos, cake pans and 

more.  Find out what’s available 

in the online catalog.  With your 

free library card you have access 

to all OWWL libraries in our four 

county area. 

Download ebooks, and       

audiobooks or check out one 

of our many databases.  

Learn a new language with 

easy-to-use, fun online      

lessons.  The library has a    

mission!  As a community place, 

our staff works to support you in 

your pursuits for a more produc-

tive, happier, healthier life. 

 

The Town of Ontario has been 

actively participating in New 

York State Energy Research and 

Development's Clean Energy 

Community program since 2018. 

The Clean Energy Community 

program helps communities 

achieve greenhouse gas reduc-

tions and energy savings through 

a series of ten high impact action 

items. To date, the Town of       

Ontario has completed Bench-

marking, Energy Code Enforce-

ment Training, and the Unified 

Solar Permit. Currently, the town 

is working on switching their 

streetlights to LEDs, which once 

completed, will earn the town 

designation status! Once desig-

nated the town becomes eligible 

for non-match, non-competitive 

grant funding for additional clean 

energy projects. Not only does 

this program reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and energy use, 

but has seen true money saving 

benefits for towns and residents 

across the state since it's onset in 

2016! For more information on 

the program please see http://

www.gflrpc.org/clean-energy-

communities.html  

 

I enjoy welcoming our 

newest residents to the 

Town of Ontario.  If you 

know of any babies, no 

matter how old, send me 

an email with their name 

so I can send them their 

own personalized bib from 

my family to yours. 

  NEWS FLASH 

 

 

Urgent Care facility 
coming to the Town 

of Ontario later            
this year! 

http://www.gflrpc.org/clean-energy-communities.html
http://www.gflrpc.org/clean-energy-communities.html
http://www.gflrpc.org/clean-energy-communities.html


Refueling Ginna Ensures Carbon-Free 

Energy for Our Region 

R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant Siren 

Test Scheduled for May 5                        

Sirens to sound for three to five minutes 

between 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 am                                                  

The test will involve sounding all 96 sirens 

in Ginna’s 10-mile radius for three to five 

minutes. Additional single-siren tests may 

be conducted throughout the day. Exelon 

Generation tests Ginna’s siren system on a 

daily, quarterly and annual basis to 

ensure public safety. 

 Because this is only a test, no response by 

the public is necessary. In an actual 

emergency, the sirens would sound to 

alert the public to tune in to a local 

Emergency Alert System (EAS) radio or 

television station for information. These 

stations are listed in the annual 

emergency planning brochure that is 

mailed to households and businesses in 

the 10-mile Emergency Planning Zone. 
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Every 18-months, Exelon   

Generation’s R.E. Ginna        

Nuclear Power Plant is tempo-

rarily removed from service 

for a refueling and mainte-

nance outage. This year’s 

spring refueling outage, 

which started on April 6,    

ensures the plant’s 580 mega-

watts of electricity will be 

available to power more than 

500,000 homes and businesses 

with no greenhouse gas emis-

sions as the weather becomes 

warmer and electricity               

demand increases.  

 

“Just like your car needs gas, 

the reactor needs new fuel to 

keep running,” said Ginna Site 

Vice President, Paul Swift. “If 

the plant hadn’t been refueled 

now, we wouldn’t be ready to 

power the region during this 

summer’s peak  demand       

period.”  

 

The Federal Government and 

New York State consider      

Exelon Generation and its 

workers “critical infrastruc-

ture” and the plant is working 

tirelessly to protect its          

employees and communities 

while keeping the lights on for 

life-sustaining businesses.  

As a provider of critical        

resources, Exelon maintains  

robust plans and contingencies 

to ensure business and          

operational continuity when 

confronted with potentially   

disruptive events, including 

major public health crises. 

“We put strict procedures in 

place to keep the public, our 

employees and contractors 

safe during the outage,” said 

Swift.  

 

Exelon Generation thanks 

the skilled professionals 

who are completing the 

required work safely and 

efficiently under these  

difficult circumstances 

and the community for 

their support during this 

time. 

Ginna’s power offsets more than two million tons of 

carbon dioxide annually, the equivalent of taking 

almost 400,000 cars off the road for one year. 

R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant is located on 426 acres along the south shores of Lake      

Ontario in Ontario, NY, about 20 miles northeast of Rochester and 53 miles southwest of     

Exelon's Nine Mile Point and Fitz Patrick nuclear stations. The plant generates enough        

carbon-free electricity to power nearly 500,000 homes.  



Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 
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A Note from Town Supervisor Frank Robusto 

This is a good place to briefly, but 

effectively, describe your product or 

services.  

TITLE TEXT  

I want to thank everyone for your patience and 

understanding during this unprecedented time. 

I hope that you and the people you love         

continue to remain healthy and safe. 

 

We need to improvise, adjust and overcome. 

Let’s be conscious of how this crisis is affecting 

our families and our neighbors.  By doing the 

right things now, we can be successful at        

getting over this crisis and win this war. 

 

There has been no point in                                  

recent history where it has                                    

been more important for us                                                                             

to work together. This crisis                                                   

will be solved at every level                                                   

of government-                                                                                           

Federal, State, County and                                                

Town. 

 

All Town facilities are closed                                             

to the public but we are still                                                

open for business. Where it                                                                     

is feasible, employees are                                                

now working remotely at home until                                                             

further notice.  We currently have                                                             

minimum staff reporting in their offices on                                                        

a limited basis.  Town Board meetings and all 

other future meetings will be online/

electronically until further notice.                                                                                                                                               

 

The health and wellness of our people and 

those who live in our community is our top           

priority. 

 

Although it is still too early to fully understand 

the impact this virus might have on the current 

way of life, I want you to know that our          

commitment to the residents of Ontario is        

unwavering. We are in this together. 

 

During this pandemic, we have witnessed 

something remarkable.  We have seen      

neighbors in Ontario and surrounding  

communities stepping up and coming together.                                                                                  

Social distancing does not mean social              

disengagement. Give blood, support the food 

pantry, check on neighbors and support your 

local businesses. 

 

Let us all pledge to support one another and  

realize our words matter – in what we post, what 

we share, and how we talk to one another.     

      “Words are our most        

       inexhaustible source of                   

       magic.” -- JK Rowling 

 

                                       This year amid COVID-19          

      we are faced with un- 

      charted waters in our life;

      our new perspectives, our 

      tasks and our new ways of

      thinking and learning.     

      Some of our neighbors         

      are dealing with                                                              

      unthinkable loss and                                                        

      challenges.  Others are on                                 

      the front-lines doing all 

they can to continue the fight against the virus.

     

Let this current challenge  strengthen us and 

make us stronger as a community.  Reach out                                                         

to each other, make that phone call, set up a   

virtual meeting, donate or volunteer if you are 

able and reflect on the 

good in our lives. 

 

Stay home, stay healthy, 

stay positive. 

 

I can be reached at  

supervisor 

@ontariotown.org                   

or my cell phone is       

585-721-0833. For timely 

updates follow my        

Facebook page at Town 

Supervisor Frank Robusto. 


